Wyberton is linked with Frampton (‘held in plurality’ is the formal status) and
St Leodegar’s is also one of the 32 churches in the local Holland Deanery. We
often join them and with other denominations for a variety of events. With
CTIB (Churches Together in Boston) we connect with the RoadHog Bus, a
youth mission project, the annual Walk of Witness and the Centrepoint
Outreach charity for the homeless. With Frampton and Kirton churches we
form the ‘Open the Book’ team conducting assembly for primary schools.
Every year, between Ascension and Pentecost we are called to join the global
wave of prayer called ‘Thy Kingdom Come’. In this
deanery and across Lincolnshire every day at 6pm
a church was nominated to hold a prayer service to
join the worldwide effort. This year the first of
these services was held in Wyberton, and we were
joined by the Bishop of Grantham for the event. A
special occasion for us, as we were able to take our part in the life of the
church whilst ‘in vacancy’, (without a resident priest).

Do you know what an 18th century tile looks and feels like? For a short time
only (we hope) there are some great examples on the ground at the east end
of the church. The apse roof, built in 1760, is
disintegrating, and with every storm since the
‘Beast from the East’, new fragments large and
small shower to the ground. You are welcome to
look; hard hat is advised and no visiting during
adverse weather. The roof may not last the winter
so take a look whilst you can. The PCC is doing its
best to find the twenty-five thousand pounds
needed for renewal, but having suffered two
thefts of lead in the past six years and having to
support sophisticated alarm systems to prevent recurrence this is dependent
on charity and heritage grants. We will keep you informed!

Christmas is a good time to look forward to
the New Year and we certainly look forward
to 2019. It promises to be an exciting one! We
have a new Rector, who is to be inducted on
12th February at 7pm.
Having been without a full time priest for
more than 3 years it was with some relief that
the profile and advert was published in
January, and within 6 months our prayers had
been answered.
The Rev. Sudharshan Sarvananthan and his family will move from the Diocese
of Carlisle, where for the past seven years he has been the Network Youth
Church Leader and Vicar of a group of parishes. The experience and
knowledge he brings will be of enormous value to our parishes; little wonder
we are excited at the prospect. If you would like to see our parish profile, visit
www.wybertonandframpton.org/#Home

Note this date! On Sunday 9th December from 3pm
we will be decorating the Christmas tree and church
for the Christmas events. Come and help! Plenty for
the children to do, and bring along Grannies and
Grandads as well as Mums, Dads, Uncles and Aunts
– in fact all the family. Enjoy the fun of preparing for
the big day, with seasonal refreshments and a
Christmas sing song.

There is a tradition that the choir often leads in
a hearty rendition at the end of the service of
that well known ‘hymn’ ‘Happy Birthday to You!’
When the celebrant reaches her 90th year and
has been in the choir for nearly 30 years then
just one song is not enough. So when Madge
Butler reached that milestone the whole choir
and congregation marked her day in the church
with a pre-party party, with well-chosen gifts,
cakes and refreshments, and then joined her
family and friends at Kirton Town Hall for the
official function. That’s the way to celebrate
nine decades!
Harvest is a special time in a rural community and ‘bringing in the harvest’
may take many days or weeks, celebrated for just one short weekend. Not
so this year. For the 2018 Holland Places of Worship Festival, St Leodegar’s
laid on a harvest treat for visitors, showing the ‘Harvest Festival in a Rural
Parish’. Alongside the displays of produce from Wyberton gardens,
allotments and farms, was a display of
old agricultural hand tools, and a local
history exhibition featuring past
farming practices. There were
homemade jams and preserves for
the visitors (many of them holiday
makers) to take back to their homes.
The fresh produce was donated to
Centrepoint Outreach, and the exhibition remained until the traditional
Harvest Lunch on October 9th.

We look forward to welcoming you to our family Christmas Services,
details on the Christmas card with this newsletter.
May God Bless you this Christmas
and throughout the coming year

For the first time in years the Church Tower was opened to visitors on
Heritage Days in September. From the top the viewer scans the
surrounding countryside, towns and villages north and south, and out to
the waters of the Wash for around 20 miles. The ascent of the tower is not
for the faint hearted. Additional insurance was provided, and a dustbin full
of ancient dust shovelled from the spiral staircase. The pre-climb briefing
pointing out the doorway leading to nothing but a 40 foot drop into the
heart of the tower deterred a few, as did the coveralls provided to protect
from the creepy crawlies. That the spiral stairway requires a reverse
manoeuvre to enter the secondary stairway to the 3 foot doorway on the
roof was probably challenge enough for both the adventurous and
foolhardy. But over forty did make the ascent.
First in line?
Bishop
Nicholas, the Bishop of
Grantham, patron of the
Festival!
What he felt
during the ascent and
descent is not known; but
afterwards he appreciated a
nice cup of tea!

There is a service in the Parish Church of St Leodegar at 9.30am every
Sunday morning. When there is a 5th Sunday in the month this is a Group
Service, which may be held in Frampton.
We also have a monthly Saturday Coffee Morning, and a Singing Group!
Details on our website www.wybertonandframpton.org

Without a priest it is not easy for a parish to continue to function. Our
sincere thanks go to all who have supported us through this difficult time;
Rural Dean;, Retired clergy in the area; Priests from neighbouring parishes;
Readers; and our own church council and lay mission team. With your
support we have survived!

